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With clearest thought, keen sight, and pliant hands 
He caught the meaning of those lower lives 
Where Being ever onward, upward strives 

Till in the human it transcendant stands. 

The grace and beauty of their strength he saw, 
Thrilled at the pathos of their limits straight, 
And found within their dumb, unhonored state 

The mighty impress of impelling Law. 

World-welcome to old Truth made new is aye 
The cross or fagot, e'en though born unseen ; 
But unto this rare soul must power have been, 

Mid lone despite of Fame, joy ever high, 

Since in himself through Genius he could know 

Life-range from creature sense unto creating glow 
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